Promote Homelessness Prevention Efforts by the Depa  rtment of Transitional Assistance:

Co-sponsor Amendment #658, Senator Patricia Jehlen’ s “No Place Like Home”
Early Warning, Homelessness Prevention Amendment!

What Would This Amendment Do?

Senator Jehlen’s no-cost amendment would require the Department of Transitional Assistance (DTA) to produce a report
this year setting forth the design and costs of a DTA-based, early warning, homelessness prevention program for families
and individuals participating in DTA programs. This “No Place Like Home” program is generally described in Senate Bill
43/House Bill 169, “An Act to Prevent Homelessness Among Recipients of Transitional Assistance”. Having this report will
move the state one step closer to giving DTA the tools needed to help the low-income families and individuals it serves to
remain housed and avoid homelessness. This amendment is co-sponsored by Senators Eldridge, Fargo, and Spilka.

Background

This year, more Massachusetts children, families, and individuals than ever are experiencing homelessness. As the
Commonwealth and the nation struggle to emerge from the current economic crisis, tens of thousands of extremely low-
income households have found themselves in a housing crisis and in need of homelessness prevention assistance to
avoid falling into homelessness. Many of these households already are participants in programs administered by the
Department of Transitional Assistance. DTA’s mission is to serve extremely low-income households, through its various
programs, including Transitional Aid to Families with Dependent Children (TAFDC), Emergency Aid to the Elderly,
Disabled, and Children (EAEDC), and the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP, formerly known as Food
Stamps). Even though DTA no longer directly administers the state’s Emergency Assistance family shelter and services
program and the shelter and services program for individuals, DTA remains a key player in the struggle to end
homelessness in the Commonwealth. Therefore, DTA local offices are logical places to assess households for risk of
homelessness, and connect households with resources and services to help families and individuals avoid
homelessness.

What Does This Amendment Say?
Ms. Jehlen, Ms. Fargo, Ms. Spilka and Mr. Eldridge moved that the bill be amended, in section 2, in item 4400-1000 by

inserting after the words “current fiscal year” the following:-

“provided further, that on or before December 1, 2010, the department shall submit to the house and senate committees
on ways and means, the chairs of the joint committee on housing, and the chairs of the joint committee on children,
families and persons with disabilities a report setting forth (a) a proposal for the department to offer no less than once
annually housing stability screenings of recipients of benefits and services provided by the department with the goal of
identifying those households who are at risk of homelessness and referring them to the department of housing and
community development or other entities or agencies with homelessness prevention resources; and (b) an estimate of the
amount of any additional administrative resources that would be needed for the department to implement the proposal in
fiscal year 2012.”

To co-sponsor this homelessness prevention amendmen t, please contact
Alayna Van Tassel, Budget and Policy Director for S enator Jehlen: 617-722-1578

For more information, please contact:
Massachusetts Coalition for the Homeless  (Kelly Turley: 781-595-7570 x17, kelly@mahomeless.org) or
Massachusetts Law Reform Institute  (Ruth Bourquin: 617-357-0700 x333, rbourguin@mlri.org).




